
“As we grow in Christ’s love and the Word,  
We will share Christ’s love with the world.” 

St. Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
7925 Sashabaw Rd.     
Clarkston, MI  48348-2905 NOVEMBER 2016 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
 
I want to start off by saying “Thank You!” Thank you for being so welcoming to my 
family and myself to be your interim pastor during this exciting, but perhaps difficult 
time of transition. I have had the opportunity to meet several of you over the past few 
weeks, and you have repeatedly demonstrated the Love of Jesus at every encounter. I 
have had many one on one conversation’s with staff, members and guests, and during 
conversations I’ve asked, “What do they view as the strengths and weaknesses of St. 
Trinity?”  And one of the most consistent answers I get is that St. Trinity has always 
been viewed as a warm and friendly church.  And I agree!  As your interim pastor, I have 
several goals to achieve while I am here.  I am here to offer spiritual support, teaching, 
preaching and guidance, however the single and most important goal is that I am here to 
serve you. I envision us coming together at the foot of the cross-covered by the Love of 
Jesus, being united in the mission of sharing the Love of Jesus with everyone we meet. 
Together we can make an impact on this community and on the world with the saving 
message of Jesus. In St. Paul’s letter to the Romans he wrote:  

 

4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 

faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if 

it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
~Romans 12:4-8 

 
God has blessed each and every one of us with the Spiritual gifts to serve Him and each 
other, and I look forward to us utilizing these gifts to grow the family of believers here at 
St. Trinity and beyond. But it must start at the foot of the cross in Love. We have a 
command from Jesus Himself in John 13:34-35 

 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
 if you love one another.” 

 
May our Risen Lord grant us a Community of Unity and Love! 
 
In His Service and yours!   
 
Pastor Mike 
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Cost of Ministry for 2016  
As of 9/30/2016 

 

   Offering Collected =       $ 282,476.49 
 

   Actual Expenses =          $ 283,652.86 

 SHORT           $ -  1,176.37 

   

When we fall short of planned expenses, our 
part in God’s mission is not getting done.   

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
Thanksgiving is a time that causes nearly everyone, 
including unbelievers, to count their blessings.  While 
all of us are grateful for food, clothing, shelter, and 
good health along with family and loyal friends, only 
those who have faith in the Son of God can be truly 
thankful for the greatest blessing of all—the 
forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.  
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift”! (2 Corin. 9:15) 

Mission Statement:  “To involve the youth of St. Trinity in the full life of God’s 
church with focus on sharing the Gospel Message, Fellowship with one another, & 
encouraging a servant heart.”   

 

Mark your calendars for these up-coming dates: 

11/04 —7:00 pm Family Fun & Fellowship 
11/06 —  4:00 pm 2017 Campers’ Planning Meeting at Schwarz’s 
11/06 —Community Impact Day 
11/13 —12:30 pm Heather Pines Thanksgiving Dinner Servant Event  
11/24 —2:00 pm St. Trinity Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

   “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how 
from infancy you  have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”                  ~2 Timothy 3:14 & 15   

J.O.Y. Group  
(Just Older Youth) 

The J.O.Y. group meets 
again on Thursday, 
November 17 at noon 
for a potluck and fellowship.  We will be 
making a  Thanksgiving themed 
centerpiece.    Please join us and bring a 
dish to pass & a place setting for FUN, 
FOOD, & FELLOWSHIP.       

2017 Campers Planning Meeting 
Join us for our 2017 Campers 
planning meeting & potluck, on 
Sun., November 6th at 4:00 
pm at the home of Ernie 
Schwarz.  His phone number is 
248.391.2624. 
Everyone is welcome to come 
and take part in planning the 
camping trips next season—especially those 
just becoming members of St. Trinity.  We 
welcome all campers—tents to RV’s—seniors 
to babies.     
Bring a dish to pass.  Table service  and  
beverages will be provided. 

     The quilters would like to thank you for your generosity and support.  We couldn't afford to make the quilts for 
World Relief without you.  Tuesday Oct, 11 we delivered 53 quilts to the pickup site in Flint.  We sold 13 quilts, 5 
pillowcases and Judy Spresney will be delivering 14 lap quilts to the Veterans Hospital in Detroit.  Watch for reports 
throughout this year, with the help of Michele Weingust, we have registered our contribution of quilts with a bar code 
system now available so we can track where our quilts go.   
     Those of you who have quilts and pillowcases to pick up or pay for, please do so soon.  See Annette Ashley 
between worship services on Sunday.   
     Over the winter, the Quilters have a few cabin fever outings planned.  Feel welcome to join us any time.  

Thank you gain, and God’s Blessings,    ~The St. Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church Quilters   

Someone's having a birthday...a very special birthday...a 
90th birthday!  Please come and help Phyllis Altemann 
celebrate 9 decades of life at a reception hosted by her 
family on Sunday, Nov. 6 at St. Trinity. It will be held 
immediately after the second service. Let's shower her with 

good wishes--cards only please, no gifts. Light refreshments will be 
served. We look forward to seeing you there! 

COMMEMORATIVE BRICK PAVER PROGRAM  
Would you like to place a brick in St. Trinity’s Memorial Garden 
in honor of someone?  We are taking orders through November 
at a special price.  4 x 8 bricks are $20.00 and 8 x 8 bricks are 

$30.00.  Each brick is engraved with up to 5 lines with each line having a 14 
character limit.  Then in the spring, your brick will be placed in St. Trinity’s 
Memorial Garden.  Now is the time to order one or several.  Order forms are 
available in the Narthex and the church office. 

PIE & TURKEY  
DONATIONS NEEDED 

The youth grades 6th-12th of St. 
Trinity are serving a Thanksgiving 
Dinner at Heather Pines Adult Care 
on Sun., November 13th.  We are asking for 
donations of pies and turkeys for this event.  
Also, anyone who would like to help with this 
wonderful servant event, you are welcome to join 
us.  Please know that you put smiles on the faces 
of the residents with a home cooked meal.  
Please contact Judy Orler 248.933.3400 or Pam 
Boadway 248.420.7757 if you have a donation or 
you would like to help with this event.     

CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATING AND POTLUCK DINNER 
JOIN US ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 AT 6:00 PM  

BRING A DISH TO PASS AND HELP BEAUTIFUL THE CHURCH  
FOR THE COMING OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST JESUS 
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  SAMARITAN’S PURSE SHOEBOX PROJECT 
Operation Christmas Child is an annual 
project of Samaritan’s Purse.  Again, the 
table with boxes and information is available 
in the narthex.  Last year more than 11 
million shoebox gifts were collected and 
distributed to children around the world.    
With the gift shoebox is a booklet telling of a 

Savior who loves them and invites the children to participate 
in informational classes in their community.  Look for a 
picture on the Ladies’ Guild bulletin board of Alex Nseng and 
myself.  Alex was an orphan in Africa that received a gift 
shoebox that forever changed his life. He was adopted by a 
family in Wisconsin.  After college, he began working for 
Samaritan’s Purse.  What an emotional story to hear!  It makes 
providing these shoeboxes a personal effort to spread God’s 
Word.   
If you are not able to fill a box, we can always use donations 
of money for the $7.00 per box postage, or you can donate 
materials for the boxes.  We can always use more washcloths, 
small toys, mild bar soaps, combs & hairbrushes and 
toothbrushes.  
Boxes need to be returned by November 13, and we will be 
checking and processing them on Thursday, November 17 at 
7:00 pm.  Many hands make this a fun event.  Refreshments 
and fellowship are always part of this service event.   
       ~Sharon Gehrke   

ADVENT DEVOITONAL BOOKLETS 
Advent devotional booklets produced by 
Lutheran Hour Ministries will be available in the 
Narthex by November 27.   

THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER 
Thanksgiving dinner will be served at St. 
Trinity on Thanksgiving Day at 2:00 pm for 
anyone who would like to join us. If you 
have food to donate or would like to assist 
with cooking or serving the meal, contact 
Pam Boadway.  Please sign up on the Family Life Bulletin 
Board, & if you would like to bring a dessert, it will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Take A Sack & Bring It Back 
Once again it’s time to help Lighthouse with 
their Thanksgiving.  The “Take-A-Sack and 
Bring It Back”, servant event  starts 
October 29 and the last day to donate is 
November 13.  On the sack will be a suggested 
list of items they would like. 

During these hard times it is comforting to help those who are 
having difficult times making ends meet.  Thank you for your 
generous support.              ~The Human Care Board  

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 24 & 25. 

HAVE A BLESSED  

THANKSGIVING! 

MITTEN TREE 
Again this year we will be putting up the “Mitten 
Tree”.  The Mitten Tree will be placed in the 
Narthex by November 19 for hats, mittens, 
toothpaste, and  scarves & socks.  These donations 

this year will go to Clarkston Rotary where they will be 
distributed to children in need in the Clarkston School District.  
Your donations can be placed directly on the tree.    All items 
are to be on or under the tree by December 4th, so that we can 
sort & distribute them to Clarkston Rotary on December 9th. 
Thank you for helping someone less fortunate stay warm 
through the winter and have a Merry Christmas.  
                               ~The Human Care Board   

HUMAN CARE BOARD WREATH SALE 
The Human Care Board will hold their Evergreen 
Wreath Sale on November 26 & 27.  Most wreaths 
will be about 24” in dia., but can be made smaller or 
larger if specified when ordered.  Also, if you need 
a special delivery date,  just specify the date needed 
on your order form.  The cost per wreath is $20 completely 
decorated with your choice of decorations.  All proceeds from the 
Wreath Sale will go to remodeling of the Youth Room and 
Fellowship Hall.    Order sheets will be available on the Human 
Care Bulletin Board by October 30.  Any questions, please call 
Anna Lewandowski at (248)625-4058. 

Impact Weekend is held twice a year to serve our neighbors in 
N. Oakland County.  Projects for seniors low income families, 
the homeless, the hungry, those with special needs, churches, 
schools and other non-profit organizations are included.  
Individuals of all ages and abilities, families or groups are 
welcome to participate.  Register at  
 

WWW.IMPACT-WEEKEND.ORG or call 248.625.3288 
 

Some of the projects scheduled for the weekend: 
DRAW Warehouse work for disaster relief 
Ferry Farms Orchard/Playground fall cleanup/planting 
Oakland Hope warehouse & thrift store work 
White Lake Community Garden 
Grace Centers of Hope Residence Upgrades, Pontiac 
Mission 32 outreach center floor replacement 
Clarkston Schools fall cleanup—Clarkston HS, Renaissance 
     HS, Clarkston JH, Independence El, Sashabaw MS, 
     Springfield Plains El, North Sashabaw Elementary 

2017 OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED 
Detailed instructions are provided and teams are formed with 
experienced counters to work with.  If you have fair math skills 
and are willing to volunteer, please contact Gretchen in the church 
office or D’Arcy Gonzales at DRC221@comcast.net.   
 

2017 GREETERS & LAYREADERS NEEDED 
We are also in need of members to greet visitors on Sunday 
mornings and read the Bible readings during services Saturday 
nights and Sundays.  You may choose the service you would to 
serve at.  For greeters, just a handshake and a few welcoming 
words to visitors is all that is needed.  Call the church office if you 
can serve as a layreader or a greeter.    
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OUR MISSION: 
“As we grow in Christ’s love and the Word, We will share Christ’s love with the world.” 

St. Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  
7925 Sashabaw Road 
Clarkston, Michigan  48348-2905 
(248) 625– 4644 
FAX (248) 625-2093 
E-mail: sttrinity@comcast.net 
Website: www.sainttrinitylutheran.com  
Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed. 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Thurs., Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 1:30-2:00  
 

Mike Duchene, Interim Pastor 
Mr. Richard Schempf, D.C.E. Emeritus 
Gretchen Goolsby, Church Secretary 
 
 
Sunday Worship: 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.   
Saturday “Blended” Service:  6:00 p.m.   
Sunday School & Adult/Teen Classes: 9:45 a.m. 
Nursery Available  
 
  ~~~~~~~~~ 
St. Trinity Preschool 
(248) 620-6154        
sttrinityps@comcast.net 
Julie Schultz, Director 

     This November at preschool we will spend a week 
teaching the children about voting and how their 
opinion matters.  We will take a week to talk about 
turkeys and make turkey art and craft projects.  There 
will also be a week dedicated to learning about the 
Pilgrims and the meaning of our Thanksgiving holiday 
celebration.  Our annual “Grand-friends’ Day” will be 
held on Monday, November 21st with the 4’s class.  
Preschool will be closed November 23rd-27th for 
Thanksgiving vacation.  When we return from 
Thanksgiving break we will learn about animals that 
hibernate. 
     We have just begun our “Chapel Time” with Pastor 
Mike and are enjoying this time of learning about our 
faith. 
     We are looking forward to participating in the 11 a.m. 
youth service on Sunday, November 20th. 
     The products from our preschool fundraiser are 
e x p e c te d  to  a r r iv e  b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving.  Thank-you very much 
to the congregation for your 
continued support of our preschool 
here at St. Trinity! 

In His Service,   Julie Schultz, Director 

 

DON’T FORGET  
TO TURN YOUR  
CLOCKS BACK  

ONE HOUR  
ON SATURDAY,  

NOVEMBER 5TH 

THANKSGIVING 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Worship w/Communion 

Wednesday, November 23rd 

7:00 pm 

December Newsletter 
Deadline is Friday,  

November 11th 

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICES 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

November 30 
December 7 

December 14 Children’s Service 
 

Advent Dinner Served from 5:30-6:45 pm in the Gym 
Please sign up in the Narthex 


